
WE HAVE A MISSION.  YOU HAVE A PASSION.



YOUR OPPORTUNITY

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University invites experienced and passionate academic 

and administrative leaders to apply for the role of Senior Vice President for Academic 

Affairs and Provost (SVPAAP). In serving as a strong collaborator and thought 

partner to President P. Barry Butler and the university’s leadership team, the SVPAAP 

must be an experienced and results-oriented administrator who works effectively  

in a team-focused environment.

The SVPAAP is responsible for much of the day-to-day academic and student-focused 

operations at the university’s Daytona Beach Campus as well as academic oversight 

for the entire university. The individual will play a key role in implementing the university’s 

Strategic Plan, which is currently being finalized to run through Fiscal Year 2028.

AS CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER OF THE UNIVERSITY, THE SVPAAP WILL:  

 Advance Embry-Riddle’s Vision and Strategic Plan, which emphasizes 

student success and institutional recognition as the global leader in 

aviation and aerospace higher education

 Increase academic rankings and recognition

 Recruit, retain, and develop an excellent faculty with a focus on  

growing select centers of excellence

 Support our “One University, Three Campuses” approach

 Enhance the student experience in support of improved retention  

and success

 Support philanthropic efforts

 Mentor a strong academic leadership team

 Grow external partnerships

Embry-Riddle is the world’s largest, most comprehensive, and most respected 

university specializing in aviation and aerospace. Its mission is to teach the science, 

practice, and business necessary to prepare students for productive careers and 

leadership roles in business, government agencies, and the military.

The university’s vision for the future can be summarized in three key points:

 Be the unquestioned global leader in aviation and aerospace higher education

 Have a reputation for personal attention to student success

	 Be	the	definitive	source	for	innovation	and	excellence	in	aviation	and	

aerospace education and research

P. BARRY BUTLER  Ph.D.

In 2017, P. Barry Butler became the sixth president of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 

University, the world’s leading institution of higher education focusing on aviation  

and aerospace.

Under Dr. Butler’s presidency, Embry-Riddle continues to expand discovery-driven 

degree programs, and its Research Park is home to new aerospace patents, technology 

transfer, and startups. Dr. Butler has encouraged collaboration with industry, resulting 

in expedited hiring initiatives with leading aviation and aerospace industries. He is 

expanding the university’s interest in aviation cybersecurity, aviation data analytics, and 

autonomous vehicles. The university has also created new partnerships to prime the 

aviation/ aerospace pipeline.

As a strong advocate for science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 

education, Dr. Butler supports a dual-enrollment program with the Gaetz Aerospace 

Institute. The institute offers more than 40 university courses to students in 84 

Florida high schools. At the Arizona Campus, the STEM Education Center serves as 

a hub of enrichment for students, faculty, researchers, and the community.

Previously, Dr. Butler was Executive Vice President and Provost of the University of Iowa. 

He was responsible for more than 100 academic programs in 11 colleges. For ten years, 

he served as Dean of the College of Engineering.

He is on the board of the Hoover Presidential Foundation and The Wings Club. He is a 

member of The Civic League of the Halifax Area, and he is a private and glider pilot.

He earned three degrees from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: a 

bachelor’s and master’s in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering and a Ph.D.  

in Mechanical Engineering.



UNIQUELY FOCUSED

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE THE FOLLOWING 
QUALIFICATIONS AND ATTRIBUTES

The search committee understands that no single candidate will have all the ideal qualifications, but it seeks  
candidates with the following experience and abilities:  

 Demonstrated focus on, and passion for, student 

success (e.g., retention and graduation rates).

 Distinguished record of teaching, service, and 

scholarly	activity	—	or	significant	achievements	in	

industry,	government	or	related	fields.

 Decisiveness combined with diplomacy; ability to 

make tough decisions and enforce accountability 

when needed.

 Understanding of the application of STEM disciplines, 

academically, and professionally.

 Demonstration of creative and visionary leadership of 

academic, government, or industry initiatives.

 Established commitment to shared governance, 

diversity and inclusion, and servant-leadership.

 Understanding of the complex and evolving landscape 

of higher education including online education, adult 

learners, non-credit and professional education for 

example.

 Experience in effectively leading change; 

exceptional organizational, project management,  

and problem-solving skills, and the ability  

to consider and take calculated risks  

when appropriate.

 Unquestioned personal and professional integrity.

 Doctorate or appropriate terminal degree from  

an	accredited	institution	or	similar	and	significant,	 

high-level experience in industry, military,  

or the government.

 Ability to work within a complex, multi-campus 

institution with multiple stakeholders.

 Commitment to leadership built on transparency, 

consensus building, collaboration, and trust.

 Passion for innovation and entrepreneurship.

 Understanding of academic assessment and 

accountability.

 Skill at developing government, industry, research, 

and academic partnerships.

 Record of good stewardship of infrastructure and 

financial	resources.

 Experience in development and alumni engagement 

efforts and willingness to help advance fundraising.

 Strong written, verbal and presentational skills.

 Interest to learn and cultivate appreciation and 

respect for the university’s distinctive niche.

 Experience guiding the implementation of a 

comprehensive strategic plan.

SALARY

 Salary is competitive and commensurate with 

qualifications	and	experience.



EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY

AT A GLANCE

Embry-Riddle’s reputation as the leader in aviation and aerospace education is 
grounded in its aviation roots dating back to 1926.

The university is an independent, nonprofit, culturally diverse 

institution committed to providing quality education on 

residential campuses in Florida and Arizona and a growing 

campus in Singapore. A network of approximately 110 

centers throughout North America, Europe, Asia and South 

America delivers top-ranked, online programs. Embry-Riddle 

Worldwide offers the top-ranked online bachelor’s degree 

program for 2022-2023, according to U.S. News & World 

Report (USNWR). All three of our campuses have also 

earned a Best for Veterans distinction from USNWR.

Embry-Riddle offers more than 100 undergraduate and 

graduate degrees in its colleges of Aeronautics, Arts & 

Sciences, Aviation, Business, Engineering and the nation’s 

first College of Security & Intelligence.

Embry-Riddle continues to pioneer industry-responsive 

degree programs and specialized courses, such as 

undergraduate degrees in spaceflight operations, unmanned 

aircraft systems science and aerospace physiology. 

The university grants an MBA and Ph.D. in aviation. It is  

the first in the country to offer a course in hybrid and urban 

air mobility. 

The university offers advanced degrees in multiple other 

areas, including all aspects of aviation, uncrewed systems, 

cybersecurity engineering and management, business, 

human factors, project management, and occupational 

safety management.

Embry-Riddle is also a research center, developing 

solutions to real-world problems in partnership with the 

aerospace industry, other universities, and government 

agencies. Faculty members conduct research and mentor 

student researchers in all colleges. Signature research 

focuses on aviation cybersecurity, aviation data science 

and business analytics, flight research, uncrewed aerial 

systems, and autonomous systems. Nearly 90 percent of 

students engage in research, an internship, or a capstone 

project that provides hands-on experience and an 

opportunity to apply what they have learned in classrooms, 

labs, and on the flight line.

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

Purchased new by Embry-Riddle in 1928, as an 

addition to its growing fleet, this aircraft — WACO 

N7091 — was designated for “Carrying for hire or 

reward: Persons, Property, and U.S. Mail.” Used for 

flight training and air-mail delivery, it was sold by the 

Embry-Riddle Company in 1929 and passed through 

many hands for the next 80 years. Embry-Riddle 

acquired it again in 2009, linking the university’s  

roots to its world-renowned present.

This aircraft, bearing the original logo on its fuselage, 

represents a significant tangible thread to what  

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University is today —  

the world’s oldest and largest institute of higher 

learning specializing in aviation.

EMBRY-RIDDLE’S LEGACY 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University was founded 

on December 17, 1925, exactly 22 years after the 

Wright Brothers’ first flight, when T. Higbee Embry 

and John Paul Riddle formed the Embry-Riddle 

Company at Lunken Airport in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The following spring, the company opened the 

Embry-Riddle Flying School. 

In 1939, Riddle joined John and Isabel McKay to 

establish the Embry-Riddle School of Aviation. 

They partnered with the University of Miami to 

provide flight training under the Civilian Pilot 

Training Program. With the outbreak of World War 

II in Europe, Embry-Riddle stepped up to meet 

the increased demand for aviators and mechanics. 

Allied nations sent more than 25,000 young men 

to Embry-Riddle’s Florida centers to become  

pilots and aviation technicians. 

Following World War II, the Embry-Riddle 

Aeronautical Institute (ERAI) continued to train 

pilots. The first president of ERAI, Jack R. Hunt, 

was named in 1963. In 1965, he consolidated 

Embry-Riddle’s flight training, ground school, and 

technical training programs, and moved the campus 

to Daytona Beach, Florida, signaling the start of 

Embry-Riddle’s journey to world-class status. 

Within three years of the move, the institution 

was accredited by the Southern Association  

of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 

(SACSCOC). Two years later, in 1970,  

Embry-Riddle gained university status and was 

renamed Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.



EMBRACING INNOVATION

Embry-Riddle’s long and prestigious history was built on a bold vision, 
tolerance for risk, and responsiveness to a dynamic industry — all of which 
contributed to the strong position the university enjoys today. As Embry-Riddle 
approaches its centennial, it has earned the undisputed reputation as the 
world’s leader in aviation and aerospace education.  

Our strong and trusted relationships with leaders in global 

industry and with government entities are exemplified 

by the recent naming of Embry-Riddle as the new 

Air Transportation Center of Excellence for Technical 

Training and Human Performance by the Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA). Embry-Riddle will head 

a team of top-tier academic research institutions and 

more than 20 industry partners, including the FAA’s Next 

Generation Air Transportation System (NextGen) Florida 

Test Bed located at the Daytona Beach Campus.

In addition to consistently being at the forefront of 

addressing and improving the nation’s current aviation 

infrastructure, Embry-Riddle is focused on the future. It 

is a core member of the FAA’s Center of Excellence for 

Unmanned Aircraft Systems. The university also hosts 

an annual Pilot Supply & Demand Summit bringing 

together representatives from regional and commercial 

airlines to provide forward-thinking solutions to the 

critical impending pilot shortage in the United States 

and around the world.

Embry-Riddle continues to push the boundaries of 

groundbreaking aerospace and aviation research and 

innovation around the world. With a focus on signature 

research areas, the university partners with industry and 

other key stakeholders to develop new insights and 

solutions for the challenges of today and opportunities 

of tomorrow. To this end, Embry-Riddle’s new Center for 

Aviation and Aerospace Safety, led by former National 

Transportation Safety Board Chair, Robert Sumwalt III, 

provides research, education, and industry engagement 

to promote global aviation and aerospace safety.

Average GPA of undergraduate 
students accepted to our  

residential campuses.

3.92

Average new SAT Test score of 
undergraduate students accepted 

to our residential campuses.

1261

of surveyed graduates are  
employed or continuing education 

within one year of graduation.

96%

Embry-Riddle is the nation’s largest, 

most comprehensive aeronautical 

university. When students enroll in 

an aviation-related degree program 

here, you can rest assured that they 

will study a curriculum at the forefront 

of the industry’s developments and 

demands for the future. 

Embry-Riddle sets the standards for 

aviation education and it is involved 

with the formation of national and 

international aviation policy.

STEM Education Center and the 

Jim and Linda Lee Planetarium

The two-story building covers 52,000 

square feet of space and contains more 

than 20 industry-grade laboratories,  

with innovative technological equipment 

unique to each STEM program that the 

university offers. In addition to the  

top-ranked undergraduate aeronautical/

aerospace engineering program in the 

country, the STEM Center’s facilities 

support degrees in astronomy, forensic 

biology, space physics, chemistry, and 

the degree in Simulation Science,  

Gaming, and Animation.

The $22 million center also includes 

the community-friendly Jim and Linda 

Lee Planetarium — the only Arizona 

planetarium north of Phoenix — capable 

of seating 125 students and visitors  

for captivating explorations into the 

furthest reaches of the universe in full 

360-degree high definition.



POINTS OF PRIDE

 Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s online 

bachelor’s programs ranked No. 1 in the 

nation in 2022, by U.S. News & World Report. 

The university has ranked either No. 1 or No. 2 in 

this category every year since 2016.

 Nine Embry-Riddle graduates have gone on 

to become astronauts, two of whom crewed the 

first-ever civilian spaceflight.

 Home to the largest university-based research 

telescope in Florida, which students use to 

study nearby asteroids and comets, the age and 

evolution of stars, unusual compact objects such 

as pulsars, quasars, magnetars, and much more.

 Our undergraduate engineering programs  

are ranked among the top in the nation by  

U.S. News & World Report.

 Embry-Riddle is home to the first	College	of	

Business, Security, and Intelligence in the nation.

 Payscale.com ranked our campuses No. 1 in their 

respective states (FL/AZ) for highest earning 

potential for bachelor’s degree graduates.

 The Unmanned Aircraft Systems, Space 

Physics, Global Security and Intelligence 

Studies, Emergency Services, Cyber 

Intelligence and Security, Aerospace 

Physiology, Forensic Accounting and Fraud 

Examination, Aeronautical Science: Rotary 

Wing, Spaceflight Operations and Human 

Factors Psychology are each one of only  

a handful of programs of their kind in  

the nation.

 Embry-Riddle’s Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) Business 

Club has won the PBL Arizona Leadership 

Competition for the past 14 years, this past 

year earning 55 total awards.

 Our flight teams have won the NIFA SAFECON 

national championship 15 times since 1992, 

have an unbroken 37-year record as regional 

champions and have won four recent national 

championship titles.

ONE UNIVERSITY, THREE CAMPUSES

There are three Embry-Riddle campuses as well as satellite locations across the world, all 
defined by a common purpose and dedication to student success. Integrating resources 
and programs across campuses is a priority that allows the university to leverage 
competitive advantages. Embry-Riddle has a unique opportunity between its Prescott, 
Daytona Beach, and Worldwide campuses to optimize strengths and distinctions.

DAYTONA BEACH  
FLORIDA CAMPUS

Serving more than 7,000 undergraduate and graduate 

students, the Daytona Beach Campus is the university’s 

administrative headquarters. Adjacent to the Daytona Beach 

International Airport, the campus offers 28 undergraduate 

and 27 graduate/post-graduate degrees in state-of-the-art 

facilities, including: the College of Aviation building, which 

has air traffic control simulation and research labs as well as 

a weather center; the Advanced Flight Simulation Center; the 

Lehman Engineering and Technology Center; the College of 

Arts & Sciences, which houses the largest university-based 

research telescope in Florida; and an elegant welcome 

center/administration building. The campus’ training fleet 

includes nearly 100 aircraft. The campus is also home to a 

unique Spaceflight Operations degree program.

The campus also features the Mori Hosseini Student Union, 

encompassing the library, and newly expanded student 

housing as well as the successful and growing Embry-Riddle 

Research Park, which includes the John Mica Engineering 

and Aerospace Innovation Complex. This state-of-the-art 

building is a 50,000-square-foot innovation hub designed 

to serve companies and business leaders in aviation, space, 

engineering, uncrewed systems, and the environment who 

work in partnership with Embry-Riddle faculty and students. 

The Research Park also includes an advanced subsonic  

wind tunnel, an aviation research hangar, and more.

The Daytona Beach athletics department sponsors 19 

intercollegiate sports and a co-ed cheerleading team. 

Embry-Riddle is a member of the NCAA Division II and 

competes in the Sunshine State Conference.

PRESCOTT  
ARIZONA CAMPUS

Located 100 miles north of Phoenix, the Prescott, Arizona, 

Campus opened in 1978 on more than 500 acres of scenic 

western terrain. Campus life for more than 3,000 students 

is centered in a one-mile area that includes academic, 

residential, and recreational resources. 

Led by a chancellor, the campus strives for academic 

excellence; the average GPA and standardized test scores for 

its incoming class are the highest of any institution of higher 

education in the state of Arizona. The Prescott Campus 

— in addition to offering the nation’s Best Undergraduate 

Aerospace / Aeronautics / Astronautical Engineering 

programs among non-doctorate degree granting schools — 

has been ranked by Affordable Colleges Online in the top  

one percent of U.S. private colleges whose students earn a 

$1 million return on their educational investment.

State-of-the-art facilities include the Jim and Linda Lee 

Planetarium, a STEM education building, the Aerospace 

Experimentation and Fabrication Building, the Global 

Security and Intelligence Studies Operations Center, the 

Robertson Aviation Safety Center Accident Investigation 

Lab, and recently expanded student housing. With a fleet  

of nearly 70 aircraft, the campus offers fixed-wing and 

rotary-wing flight training at the nearby Prescott Love  

Field Municipal Airport. 

Twenty-five bachelor’s degree and three master’s degree 

programs are offered through four colleges, including the 

only College of Business, Security, and Intelligence in  

the United States.

Fourteen intercollegiate sports are offered. The Prescott 

Eagles compete in the NAIA’s California Pacific Conference. 

1-meter diameter Ritchey-Chrétien 

reflecting telescope

The Ritchey-Chrétien telescope (RC) is a 

type of reflecting telescope that delivers a 

large-diameter, well-corrected field of view from 

its hyperbolic primary and secondary mirrors 

and field-flattening lens system. This telescope, 

along with its digital imaging cameras and 

spectrographs, gathers millions of times more 

light than the human eye.

Faculty and students use the 1-meter telescope 

to research planets, moons and asteroids in  

the Solar System, exoplanets, the structure  

and ages of stars, and nearby galaxies.



AROUND  
THE WORLD
AROUND THE  
CORNER

WORLDWIDE / ONLINE CAMPUS

Embry-Riddle Worldwide was established in 1970 and serves more than 

22,000 students online and in classrooms across the U.S. and globally. Led 

by a chancellor, the campus offers more than 60 undergraduate degrees, 

graduate degrees, and certificate programs. Degree programs include 

aeronautics, business, communication, cybersecurity, emergency services, 

engineering, human factors, management, safety, security, logistics, uncrewed 

systems, and more. Online and classroom instruction at approximately 110 

locations worldwide provide flexibility.

These diverse and dynamic programs support and connect students in a virtual 

learning community through web-based support groups, email discussions, 

and other online forums. Embry-Riddle Worldwide also offers Professional 

Education Programs to promote continuing education across the aerospace 

and related industries.

Embry-Riddle Worldwide’s B.S. in Engineering program is now ABET 

accredited. The Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology is a 

specialized accreditor of college and university programs in STEM. This 

accreditation means that students can be confident that the quality of the 

program meets global standards. Our program is one of only a handful of 

ABET-accredited programs that are offered 100% online. 

In recognition of its high-quality education focused on student engagement 

and world-class faculty, Embry-Riddle Worldwide ranked No. 1 in U.S. News & 

World Report’s 2022-2023 list for best online bachelor’s degrees in the nation.

SINGAPORE ASIA CAMPUS

Embry-Riddle Asia was founded in 2010 to deliver higher education and 

research in aviation and aerospace in key countries of the Asia Pacific Region. 

Six degree programs are offered through partnerships in Singapore — a global 

aerospace hub. In association with the Singapore Aviation Academy (SAA), 

Embry-Riddle offers part-time, blended delivery graduate programs specifically 

for working professionals.

In February of 2021, Embry-Riddle Asia Institute received recognition as a 

Private Education Institute from the Singapore Committee for Private Education. 

Enrollment currently stands at about 400 students, with an accelerating 

growth profile.



ONWARD  
AND UPWARD

APPLICATION AND  
NOMINATION PROCESS
The Search Committee will begin reviewing applications immediately and will 

continue to accept applications and nominations until the position is filled. 

Applications should include a current curriculum vitae and a letter of interest 

describing relevant experience and interest in the position. Submission of materials 

via email is strongly encouraged. Nomination letters should include the name and 

contact information of the nominee. Application materials should be submitted to:

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University recognizes the value of diversity and is 

dedicated to fostering a positive climate in which all students, faculty, and staff are 

encouraged in their professional, social, and intellectual pursuits. Embry-Riddle 

is committed to providing equal employment opportunity and affirmative action 

for qualified individuals. The University does not tolerate discrimination on the 

basis of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, 

gender identity, genetic information, disability, protected veteran status, or any 

other status protected by federal, state, or local law.

Florida Campus / Worldwide/Online
1 Aerospace Boulevard  |  Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Arizona Campus
3700 Willow Creek Road  |  Prescott, AZ 86301

Alberto Pimentel 
Managing Partner, SP&A Executive Search
apsearch@spaexec.com

Refer to code: ERAU-SVPAAP in the subject line.

SP&A Executive Search
6512 Painter Avenue, Whittier, CA 90601

12.08.22



embryriddle.edu

More than ninety years of innovation have earned Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  

a solid reputation as a world leader in aviation and aerospace education. We salute the visionaries 

of our past and invite you to join us in committing to propel the university of tomorrow.

BETTER TOGETHER

The Chronicle of Higher Education has ranked Embry-Riddle a  
“Great College to Work For” for twelve consecutive years.


